
Family Discussion Guide



Introduction
After falling in with the wrong crowd and getting in trouble with 
the law, mischievous thirteen-year-old Ben is given a choice. He can 
go to juvenile detention for five years or spend the summer with a 
grandfather he has never met. When his mother drops him off at the 
Iowa farm where she grew up, the whole family is forced to face past 
mistakes and find forgiveness. 

With the help of tough, but wise Grandpa Jack, and a lovable 
mutt rescued from the pound, Ben learns the importance of friend-
ship, family, and responsibility. In the process, the whole family is 
given a second chance at life together.

 

About the  
Discussion Guide
This guide is designed to help your family 
or group have some deeper discussion 
about the important biblical themes found 
in Smitty, or you can use it for personal 
study and reflection as well.



Questions for Reflection

UNMERITED FAVOR 
One definition of grace is “unmerited favor.” This means that even when 
you least deserve it, you are treated favorably with kindness and generosity. 
In Smitty, Ben certainly didn’t deserve much favorable treatment. He was 
disrespectful and unkind to nearly everyone in his life. In spite of this, many 
of those same people extended grace to Ben over and over. This is a wonderful 
picture of how God interacts with us. In spite of our failures, He never 
stops loving us or working in us to help us be all that He made us to be. The 
ultimate example of God’s grace is that He gave us Jesus, His very own Son, to 
show us how to live and make a way for us to know God as our Father.

QUESTION #1 
How do these characters exhibit God’s grace in their interactions 
with Ben? What specific scenes stand out in your mind as examples 
of how God shows us grace, even when we least deserve it?

a. The judge sentencing Ben
b. Ben’s mother
c. Grandpa Jack
d. “Dog” 
e. Mr. Smitty (the store owner)

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR DISCUSSION
God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ. Your 
salvation doesn’t come from anything you do. It is God’s gift. 
ephesians 2:8 nirv

For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not 
because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before 
the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus. 
2 timothy 1:9 nlt



PERSEVERANCE 
Growth and change don’t 
happen overnight. We may 
truly want to follow God and 
do all that He wants us to do, 
but getting to that place is a 
lifelong journey. We have to 
have a lot of perseverance to 
keep striving for God’s best in 
our lives. In the movie, Ben 
learned about perseverance 
the hard way, as he worked all 
summer to dig out the roots 
of the old dead tree in Mr. Smitty’s yard. He knew that there would be a reward 
for his perseverance when he got to buy the guitar he had always wanted. He also 
knew that his work would bring joy to another when Mr. Smitty could finally 
plant the new tree in the old one’s place. However, in spite of these rewards to look 
forward to, Ben still struggled to keep persevering. We will have to struggle too, as 
we work towards God’s great plans for us, but we must remember the wonderful 
rewards that He has waiting for us at the end of the journey.

QUESTION #2 
Ben spent the entire summer digging out the roots of the old dead tree in Mr. 
Smitty’s yard. The whole summer was also about “digging out the roots” of the 
harmful and destructive things in the lives of each of the characters. What did 
each character need to have removed, so he or she could begin a new life? What 
did they have to do (or have done to them) to make these changes? What was the 
benefit of each person’s perseverance in working out the “dead roots”?

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR DISCUSSION
We also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
romans 5:3-4 niv

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything.
james 1:2-4 niv



RESTORING RELATIONSHIPS
Just as we have all disappointed God and need His forgiveness 
and grace, we have also disappointed and hurt others in our 
lives and need to seek their forgiveness as well. Reconciliation, 
or the healing and restoring of broken relationships, is one of 
God’s deepest desires for us. He desires, first, that we come back 
into a relationship with Him through belief in His Son, Jesus. He 
then wants to help us restore broken relationships with others. 
Reconciliation isn’t an easy process. Just as Ben discovered as he 
worked to restore his relationship with his mom, with Dog, and 
with his grandfather, there will be misunderstandings and tears. 
Yet, in the end, Ben found that reconciliation brought him true 
friendship and a healed family.

QUESTION #3 
What were some of the relationships that needed to be healed in 
Smitty? What had to happen in each of these relationships for 
reconciliation to begin? What were some of the things that were 
causing these relationships to be broken? What was the outcome 
when each character forgave and was forgiven?

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE FOR DISCUSSION
You are God’s chosen people. You are holy and dearly loved. So 
put on tender mercy and kindness as if they were your clothes. 
Don’t be proud. Be gentle and patient. Put up with each other. 
Forgive the things you are holding against one another. Forgive, 
just as the Lord forgave you.
colossians 3:12-13 nirv



everyone needs  
a friendly paw.

™


